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Curriculum 

 

This curriculum is designed to cover the 6-weeks TSU 
Anthony Graves Smart Justice Speakers’ Bureau 

Course in Impactful Story Telling. 

 

Videotaped instructors:  20-30 minutes 

Introduction:  Class 1  Starting from the Beginning   

    Instructor:   TBD 

    Facilitator:   Dieter Cantu   

 

In Class One, students are introduced to storytelling.  Coverage includes the history and power of storytelling; 

an overview of the purpose of the class and discussion about what the student should expect to learn from the 

class as well as what the class expects from the student.  Each class will have a student engagement 

component where the student has a special assignment.  We call that assignment, “student activity”. 

 

Class discussion will cover best practices for storytelling. One of the most common questions 

that beginners ask is where do I begin.  The simple answer is to start from the beginning. 

 

 

Student Activities:      1.  Each student will be required to give a brief introduction of self and story 

2.  Each Student will be required to write three pages about their 

childhood 

3.  Each Student will then be required to present the story of their before 

class  

 

Class 2: D e l i n q u e n c y / C r i m e  Stories       Videotaped Instructor:  TBD 

       Facilitator:  TBD 

During this class, participants will discuss stories about their delinquent and criminal 

behavior that placed them before the criminal justice system.  They will also discuss 

consequences of delinquency/crime like displacement from the home environment whether 

foster care, halfway houses, jail or prison. 

Student Activity:   1.  Each Student will be required to write four pages about the 

delinquency/crime that changed their lives and his/her experience with 

any displacement 

2.  Each student will be required to read their stories aloud before the 

class 

 

Class 3:  Coming Home  Videotaped Instructor:  TBD 

     Facilitator:  TBD 

 

Student Activity :        1.  Each student writes three pages about their or their loved one coming 

home from displacement/incarceration 



2.  Each student reads their story aloud 

 

Class 4:    Telling the whole story  --videotaped Instructor  TBD 

Sarah Guidry--Facilitator 

 

Class discussion will center around pulling the pieces of the story together to form a cohesive, 

impactful presentation 

 

Student Activity:  Each student tells their whole story in a videographed presentation 

 

Class 5:   Legislative, Judicial, Executive and other Policy makers—Lucinda Daniels 

(instructor and facilitator) 

 

During this session, students will learn how governing systems work and who needs to hear them in 

order to make change. Coverage includes the functions of local government (city and county), 

special districts (ex.:  school districts) and state government.  Students will gain knowledge about 

when legislative bodies meet to discuss issues and make laws.  They will learn how to use 

technology to gain access to these meetings, how to locate and identify the elected officials that 

represent them using the internet/technology, and how to gain access these officials through 

scheduling meetings, letter writing, etc.  There will also be general coverage regarding elections 

including how and when the elected officials that represent them are elected.   

 

Student Activities:  Mock letter writing to legislative bodies 

Other exercises from the “street law” classes 

 

 

Class 6:  The Art of Public Engagement:  Getting before your audiences 

    Videotaped Instructor:  Noel Pinnock 

    Facilitator:   TBD   

 

During this session, students learn how to identify and speak to diverse audiences.  What works for 

some may not work for others.  The student will learn how to leave their impression on the 

audience, whomever it is. 

 

1. Understanding the audience and directly speaking to them 

2. Being comfortable in uncomfortable situations 
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